Feedback from BTS/ACT members on Practical Application of Toxicology in Drug Development training on 23-27
July, 2018 in Cambridge, UK
----Louise Coleman, Lynsey Chatham, Paresh Masuria, Steph Merison, Suzie Randle, Xueting Li

Collective feedback:
The Practical Applications of Toxicology in Drug Development workshop, or PATDD, took place at the Møller Centre
at Churchill College, University of Cambridge in July 2018. This fifth iteration of the UK course, following similar
successes in the US, was a joint venture between the BTS and ACT, and set out to provide in depth training on the
principles and interpretation of non-clinical safety data primarily within the drug development sector.
Approximately 40 ‘students’ and speakers from a wide variety of backgrounds took part, from PhD students to
professors, industry scientists to pre-clinical study directors, through to regulators past and present from national
regulatory bodies. Several BTS members were present and found the course to be extremely well organised both in
terms of course content and logistics, providing an intensive but tremendously enjoyable learning experience. The
course provided a thorough overview, through lectures and workshops using case studies, of the nonclinical
assessment of small molecules and biologics, and described the principles behind the field of regulatory toxicology in
excellent detail. All speakers were highly knowledgeable and informative and created some insightful discussions
with participants. Areas covered included pathology, organ systems, reproductive toxicology, carcinogenicity,
genotoxicity and the highly interesting and complex field of immunotoxicology.
The lectures were informal and encouraged open discussion so that we could fully understand the message being
presented. It was beneficial to hear the hands-on experience from distinguished scientists in each field, understand
what non-clinical tests involve, and the thinking behind how to interpret and use animal data for human risk
assessment.
A real highlight of the week included the workshops which set out to consolidate what we had learned, and inspired
intellectual discussions and an immersive experience. The speakers often stayed for breaks to allow further

discussions which was helpful, and the course provided an excellent opportunity to connect with course participants
from diverse backgrounds, to learn from each other and enhance the course experience. Towards the end of the
course, we were able to hear from and engage with regulators from the US and UK to discuss nonclinical data from
case studies, which provided an exciting and unique opportunity to see the drug development process from all sides.
We benefitted from not only lectures from regulators but sessions with them which allowed to us to ask questions
pertinent to our own line of work which was very unique.
The Møller Centre was superb with excellent facilities and catering, this was proved by the fact most people wanted
to stay for lunch on the last day rather than leave early with a “packed lunch”! In the evenings, many of the students
went for a walk into Cambridge to enjoy the local restaurants and bars and some even went punting down the river
Cam.
Overall, the course provided a unique learning opportunity for toxicologists from all backgrounds to learn, interact
and develop potentially lifelong relationships with other toxicologists. There is no doubt that we all left the Møller
Centre better toxicologists. The information and slides from the course and the relationships formed between
participants will no doubt provide an important reference resource for years to come.
Highly recommended!

